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the railway as the Historic SAM Shortline Rail-
road to honor the rich history that shaped the
region. The reborn SAM Shortline Excursion
Train follows the legendary route from Cordele
to Plains and gives riders scenic views of cot-
ton fields, pecan groves, and peanut farms
while riding in climate-controlled, train cars to
visit sites such as the Georgia Rural Tele-
phone Museum, Historic Downtown Americus,
President Jimmy Carter's hometown of Plains
and his boyhood home and farm in Archery,
Georgia.

Being Georgia’s only rolling state park, the
excursion train hosted an impressive pas-
senger load in 2021, even despite the
COVID-19 pandemic. That year alone, the
SAM  Shortline Excursion Train boarded
17,000 passengers who were able to experi-
ence the fascinating history of President
Carter's several political campaigns and life,
as well as a glimpse of rural life at the turn of
the Twentieth Century. The SAM Shortline
also offers special rides throughout the year,
including Halloween trick-or-treat trains, Christ-
mas trains, dinner trains, and fundraisers,
marking it a community treasure to be enjoyed
by all throughout the year. The success and
immense popularity of the excursion train re-
sulted in an impressive economic impact of
$2,697,496.00 across Sumter and Crisp Coun-
ties in 2021.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
my wife, Vivian; and me, along with the more
than 730,000 people of the Second Congres-
sional District, in recognizing the Historic SAM
Shortline Railroad for twenty wonderful years
of bringing people closer to southwest Geor-
gia’s beautiful landscape and rich history.

———
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COMETS ON THEIR STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Fatima Lady Comets on
their victory in the Class 3 Softball State
Championship.

These young women had a stellar season,
ranked number 1 with a 33-3 record. In their
championship game they overcame a 10-run
deficit to claim their title. The Lady Comets
should be commended for all their hard work
throughout the past year and for bringing
home the state championship to their school
and community.

Please join me in recognizing the Lady
Comets for a job well done.

———

LIFE AND LEGACY OF MONSIGNOR
MICHAEL DOYLE

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, Mon-
signor Michael Doyle was originally born in
County Longford, Ireland and raised on a farm
in Rossduff. He immigrated to the United
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States of America in 1959 after becoming or-
dained into the priesthood in Wexford, Ireland
and dedicated his life to the pursuit of helping
others and embodied the principals of trans-
formational love.

Upon his arrival as a member of the Dio-
cese of Camden, Monsignor Doyle taught
within the high school and had a hand in the
success of fellow Camden city parishes such
as St. Joseph’s, St. George, and St. Joan of
Arc. A graduate of Villanova University, Mon-
signor Doyle earned a master's degree in
Education in 1962 and received an honorary
doctorate in Humanities from his alma mater
in 2007. He was installed as a priest in 1974
and was chosen and appointed as pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish where he continued to
serve for over fifty years.

Monsignor Michael Doyle was also a cele-
brated poet, pacifist, and provocateur. In 1971,
he was a member of the Camden 28, a group
of anti-Vietham War activists who plotted to
raid the Camden draft board office until the
plan was revealed to the authorities. Doyle
and three other Catholic priests were eventu-
ally acquitted of their charges. In addition,
Doyle helped plant crosses memorializing
Camden City’s murder victims in front of Cam-
den City Hall when he felt more could be done
to stem rampant violence. His activism ex-
tends beyond nonviolence, Monsignor Michael
Doyle is a champion of education, improved
medical care, community beautification, and
affordable housing.

Monsignor Doyle has been profiled by
media outlets and documentaries for his work
in the southern part of the City of Camden
throughout the decades. As a literary force,
Monsignor Doyle inspired residents both in
and outside of the City of Camden through his
sermons, poetry, and desire to improve the
social justice landscape until retiring from ac-
tive ministry in 2020.

Following his service through Sacred Heart
Parish and the Camden Diocese, Monsignor
Michael Doyle remained steadfast in his ef-
forts to better the lives of those around him.
He could be found actively writing letters to
parishioners in efforts to fundraise for local
school children.

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in
honoring the life and legacy of Monsignor Mi-
chael Doyle and his lifelong commitment as a
dedicated humanitarian and advocate for
peace within the community.

—
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a man of many
talents, Rev. Calvin Earl Hawkins. Rev. Haw-
kins is compassionate, and a dedicated public
servant devoted to the betterment of the com-
munity and success of others.

Rev. Hawkins was born on September 25,
1972, in Water Valley, Mississippi, to the par-
ents of the late John and Earline Wright Haw-
kins. As the last child of nine children, Calvin
graduated high school then continued his edu-
cation at Northeast Mississippi Community
College in Booneville, Mississippi, then on to
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Mississippi State University, in Starkville, Mis-
sissippi. While at Mississippi State University,
Rev. Hawkins obtained a Bachelor of Science
degree in Educational Psychology, Education,
and with a focus in Individual and Family
Studies.

Over the years, Rev. Hawkins has been in-
tricately involved within the community and
has demonstrated immense dedication to the
families and children throughout the state of
Mississippi. Rev. Hawkins is a lifeline for many
students in Mississippi and has started his
28th year as an educator. Rev. Hawkins is
very supportive in the field of education. He is
an educator at heart. His work experience in-
cludes but is not limited to an Educational/Dis-
ability Specialist, Center Administrator, and
Regional Administrator for Mississippi Action
for Progress, Inc.

As a Regional Administrator for Head Start,
Rev. Hawkins served the counties of
Yalobusha, Chickasaw and Calhoun City. He
was able to provide services for an infinite
number of children who needed a head start
in life. Rev. Hawkins currently serves as the
Coordinator for Student Services for the
Coffeeville School District. Within his work ca-
reer, Rev. Hawkins has worked with students
between the ages of 3 years old to post-sec-
ondary status He has consistently been an ad-
visor and vessel for students by teaching them
problem-solving and coping skills while simul-
taneously verbalizing to them to never give up.
It has always been common practice for Rev.
Hawkins to rally and encourage students with
a Pep talk letting them know, ‘What God has
for you is for you” and always providing indi-
viduals with the assurance of whatever comes
their way, they can make it.

In 2011, Rev. Hawkins accepted the calling
into the ministry. He is a licensed and or-
dained pastor. Rev. Hawkins began pastoring
his first church in 2006 as the Senior Pastor
of United Missionary Baptist Church in
Coffeeville, Mississippi.

Rev. Hawkins serves his community in the
following capacities: President of the Blackmur
Library, member of the 100 Black Men of Gre-
nada County, Mississippi, Congress President
of the Mt. Moriah District Association, National
Library Association, and a member of the Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc. Rev. Hawkins past
membership includes the Rotary club and
Water Valley Main Street Association. He is
the Founder of the “Increase Your Knowledge
Group, LLC,”, a non-profit organization to in-
crease the knowledge of potential information
within the community. In 2005, Rev. Hawkins
was appointed by the Yalobusha County Sher-
iff and Board of Supervisor as the Chaplain for
the Yalobusha County Detention Center.

Rev. Hawkins is now a published author of
the book titled, Under the Dusty Sands. This
book is an African American history book high-
lighting Yalobusha County, Mississippi from
1870 to 1970. Rev. Hawkins gathered history
to recognize the African American citizing that
paved the way in Yalobusha County. He is
preparing to publish his second book, which
will include the history of the oldest African
American school in Yalobusha County entitled
“Dear Ole Davidson”. In 2022, Rev. Hawkins
was recognized as an African American histo-
rian in Yalobusha County.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Rev. Calvin Earl Hawkins
for his dedication and passion for his commu-
nity and the State of Mississippi.
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